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Tel:82-42-481-1830

Fax 82-42- 48! 8BB4

E-mail; farestrytrade@ko:ea kr
http:/fenglish.forest.gokr

Korea Forest Service

Government Corplex-Daejeon
189 Cheongsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon
Republic of Korea 35208

Date: 21 August 2019
Ref. No.: KL19-283

To whom it may concern,

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation for the
cooperation with your country in Korea’s new regulations against illegal logging and
associated trade pursuant to the revised “Act on the Sustainable Use of Timbers,”
promulgated on 21 March 2017.

Beginning on 1 October 2018, the Korea Forest Service (KFS) has been having a ‘trial
operation period’ for one vear so as to raise awareness of the laws and to educate the
related business entities on how they comply with the requirements of the Act.

Since the period started, the total volume of import declaration has been more than 30,000,
Data collected at document inspection show that a noncompliance rate for submitting
related documents has been continuously decreasing, from 80 percent in November 2018 to
20 percent in June 2019. We would like to inform that noncompliance carries a penalty. For
smooth and healthy timber trade, the KFS is making the utmost effort to reduce the
noncompliance rate.

Seeking to achieve our goal in combating illegal logging and promoting fair trade, we are
pleased to announce that the trial period will end on 30 September 2019 and penalty
provision will be applied from 1 October 2019. Accordingly, importers who import regulated
timber products into Republic of Korea could face penalties for non-compliance with timber
legality. In this connection, we request your assistance to notify exporters on your side of
the enforcement.

We look forward to continuing our partnership to promote trade in legal timber products
between the two countries. If you have any questions about the new regulations, please do
not hesitate to contact Ms. Sunmi Lee (earlybird36@korea.kr), Deputy Director of the
Forestry Trade Division of KFS.

Yours sincerely, B o
=

Ki-Yeon Ko k’/@’w/@/ <
Director General of Internatloha‘{ﬁefﬁa"r reau

Korea Forest Service
Republic of Korea
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Korea’s Act against illegal |
timber trade ©e

©

& “The Act on Sustainable Use of Timbers” came into force on 1 October
2018, It seeks to promote tegal timber trade by restricting the import
and distribution of illegally harvested timber products in Korea.

o in accordance with the Act, importers of timber and timber products
shall file an import deciaration thereof with the Minister of the
Korea Forest Service(KFS).

# The Minister shall require an inspection agency to inspect the relevant
documents before customs clearance,

» Timber producers including importers shall retain documents verifying
timber legality for a duration of five years,

Regulated timber products are as below. Their customs tariff codes
include 149 taritf codes, identified at their 10-digit code level,

&8 Log(4403) &3 Sawn Timber(4407) €% Anti—decay wood
{4407)

€3 Frre refardant treated wood @ Laminated Wood &3 Plywood(4412)
{4407) {4407)

@) Wood pellets(4401.31




import declaration process

An imporier file an imp'ort declaration
with the Minister of KFS through UNI-PASS
{an electronic customs clearance system
of the Korea Customs Service).

-Subml ted document ;nspect by the'.i
inspectnon ageﬂcy whlch is desngnated 5
by theMinister. When the resyit of the
:document mspectzon is approprrate the" :
_Mmiséer issue a certlflcate of smport
.deciaratnon o :

# Without this certificate, customs clearance is not possible,

It the import declaration is accepted
condltlonal!y the lmporter must subm|t
supplementary documents w;thln 30
days from the completion of customs:-
clearance to ihe snspectlon agency '

# The Sales or disiribution of the relevant timbear or timber products is prohibited until
supplementary documenis are confirmed,



o Importers shall submit any of the documenis specified in the "Detailed
Standards for Determining the Legality of Imporied Timber and Timber
Products.” Detailed Standards for delermining are as follows.

@ A permit for felling issued pursuant to the statutes of the country
of origin.

&5 A document which is widely used internationally to certify that the
relevant timber or timber product has been legally felled.

A. A Forest Management certificate or |
a Chain of Custody Certificate .
(including Confrolled Wood Certificate)
issued by the Forest Stewardship
Coungcil (FSC); '

B. A Forest Managemeni certificate or
a Chain of Custody Certificate issued
by the Programme for Endorsement of
Foresi Certification (PEFC);

C. A certificate issued according to
the certification system mentioned :
in the attached Table hereof, which is %
mutually recognized through bilateral
consultation between countries and
the PEFC;

D. A document issued in accordance with international certification
systems {including a third party certification under 1SO 17065) for
sustainable use of biomass, which verifies whether timber has been
legally felled.



% A document which is mutually recognized in accordance with
bilateral consultations between the Republic of Korea and the
country of origin,

A. A document issued in accordance with the forest certification
system operated by the government of the country of origin
of an organization delegated by said government,

&5 Any other documents which verify that the relevant timber or timber
product has been legally felled,

A A certificate issued in accordance with management! syslems
established by the exporiing counlry based on the Forest
Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade—Voluniary Parinership
Agreement (FLEGT-VPA) operated by the European Union;

B. An export permit which verifies that timber or timber products
have been legally felled in accordance with the statutes of the
exporting couniry;

C. A document with an ofticial seal or a signature from the government
of the exporting couniry or an agency delegated thereby that
verifies the relevant timber or timber product has been legally
felled, including a transportation permit and a packing list;

. A document written and signed by an exporier in accordance
with Altached Form 1 where the exporting country has laws and
systems in place to restrict illegal logging and associated trade;

E. Any other document that can verify the legality and sustainability
of timber through mutual consultation between the Republic of
Korea and the exporting couniry.
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